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Yuki Fujimura Acute Care Nurse Practitioner, MSN, RN
Vanderbilt School of Nursing
Sr. Clinical Manager, Abbott Medical Japan

Abstract:

The U.S. has been undergoing a dynamic shift in destination therapy in the past few years
due to 1) new UNOS 2018 listing criteria, 2) advances in acute technologies, and 3) long-term
stability of LVAD patients on HM3 with reduction in mortality and adverse events. Destination
Therapy has been approved for HeartMate II in the United States since 2010. A decade later,
the Center for Medicare & Medicaid Services approved modification to change coverage
determination to update and ease the patient criteria away from “destination therapy” and
“bridge to transplant.” In this session, I would like to report on current practices that have
formed from implementations and improvements in patient decision making with inclusion
of palliative care, shared-decision making and decision aids from over a decade of destination
therapy experiences in the United States.
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